[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Suzanne,
I’ve been researching Crete in preparation for Universal Corporate Events adding it to the Mediterranean tour offerings. The following article comes from the Wikitravel website, wikitravel.org. I’m planning to present this information to management next week. Would you please review the document and let me know if you have any changes you would like to make. Also, since you have spent a lot of time in Crete, let me know if there are any cities you think should definitely be included in a tour. 
Thanks, Tom
Crete
Crete (Κρήτη / Kriti, occasionally spelled "Krete" in English) is the largest of the Greek islands and is in the Mediterranean Sea between the Sea of Crete and the Libyan Sea, south of the Peloponnese. Crete is approximately 260 km long and 60 km wide. Crete consists of four prefectures: Chania, Rethimno, Heraklion and Lasithi. If there was a beauty contest for Greek islands, Crete would surely be among the favorites. Indeed, some say there is no place on earth like Crete. This view is strongly supported by those fortunate enough to have visited the island. Crete, with a population of approximately 650,000, is not just sun, sea and sand; it is a quite distinct place full of vitality, warmth, hospitality, culture and of course an excellent infrastructure. Crete is well known for its seas and beaches but it has a very contrasting landscape. The island goes from fertile coastal plains to rugged mountains and from busy metropolitan cities to very peaceful hillside villages. If you travel throughout Crete you can clearly see remnants of Roman and Turkish aqueducts and architecture from when these people invaded the island long ago. You will also find ancient Minoan ruins around the island.
· Heraklion (Iraklion or Candia) — the largest city and capital of the island, with the archaeological highlight Knossos. Not the most attractive city, as it was built haphazardly with little planning oversight. Although there are a number of attractive old buildings and churches, the Old Town has largely disappeared. The harbor (a major cruise and ferry port) boasts Venetian walls and a Venetian fort. 
· Agios Nikolaos — the charming capital of Lasithi Prefecture. Once known as a partying hot-spot for northern Europeans (especially Brits), it is today much more sedate, with only a handful of disco-type establishments. 
· Chania (Haniá) (— largest city and capital of Chania Prefecture. Its Old Town is largely intact, and located both on the port side (another major cruise and ferry port) and the harbor side. The harbor boasts an old Venetian lighthouse (faros) and old Turkish mosque. Many of the Old Town structures are from the Venetian and Turkish period, including a few old Turkish hammans ((Turkish baths). Souda Bay, just outside of Chania is an important NATO naval base. As such, you will run across many Americans (mostly military personnel) in the city. This is unusual, as Americans are definitely in the minority of tourists. 
· Chersonissos (Hersonissos) — a charming harbor town in winter, and very popular with tourists in the summer. While there are many "party" spots, this town is more sedate and refined than its neighbor Malia. 
· Elounda — once a small fishing town, this is now the "jet set" area of the island visited by celebrities like Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie, with many four and five-star resorts and exclusive villas. It's located on Elounda Bay with the abandoned Spinalonga Island, a former Turkish fortress and leper colony. The town virtually closes down during the winter, as do many of the smaller cities dependent of tourism. 
· Hora Sfakion — coastal town in the southwest with white houses and the ferry to and from the Samaria Gorge 
· Ierapetra — the southernmost city of Europe with some of the longest and finest sandy beaches on the island. Also site of an old Venetian fort. 
· Malia — Today, Malia has taken over as the "party capital" of the island, popular mostly with young (especially British) travelers, and with a fairly unsavory reputation for drunken tourists staggering around the streets and beaches until dawn. The town is filled with discos and music bars, as well as many restaurants catering specifically to tourist tastes, including Mexican, Indian, and British restaurants. There is even a McDonald's and KFC. Virtually all of these establishments arre open only during the tourist season. 
· Rethymno — capital of Rethymnon Prefecture, with a fascinating and well-preserved Old Town, which is a maze of lanes and alleys mostly reserved for pedestrians. The Old Town sits at the foot of a massive Venetian fortress. 
· Sitia — medium-sized harbor city on the eastern tip of the island, with access to some very unspoiled beaches. It has a very good sandy beach right in town near the harbor, which is lined with traditional tavernas. It is quite popular with French tourists, and there are direct charter flights during the tourist season. Ferries also put in here. 
· Archanes — medium-sized mountain city to the south of Heraklion. It is the center of a heavy viticulture area, and is surrounded by vineyards. Its Old Town features some lovely old Turkish and Venetian buildings. 
