


Protecting Our Groundwater

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Kids for Change organization recognizes that groundwater contamination poses a risk to our water supply. A major portion of our fresh water comes from groundwater. We all have a stake in protecting. It. 

What is Groundwater?
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) provides this definition of groundwater on their website:
http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/earthgw.html (accessed December 2012)
When rain falls to the ground, the water does not stop moving. Some of it flows along the land surface to streams or lakes, some is used by plants, some evaporates and returns to the atmosphere, and some seeps into the ground. Water seeps into the ground much like a glass of water poured onto a pile of sand.

As water seeps into the ground, some of it clings to particles of soil or to roots of plants just below the land surface. This moisture provides plants with the water they need to grow. Water not used by plants moves deeper into the ground. The water moves downward through empty spaces or cracks in the soil, sand, or rocks until it reaches a layer of rock through which water cannot easily move. The water then fills the empty spaces and cracks above that layer. The top of the water in the soil, sand, or rocks is called the water table and the water that fills the empty spaces and cracks is called ground water.

How Can We Help?
The Groundwater Foundation offers 10 ways we can protect our groundwater on their website:
http://www.groundwater.org/kc/whatis.html (accessed December 2012)
Reduce household chemical use and dispose of remaining chemicals by taking them to a hazardous waste collection site.
Take used motor oil to a recycling center.
Limit the amount of fertilizer used on plants.
Take short showers.
Shut water off while brushing teeth and shaving.
Run full loads of dishes and laundry.
Check for leaky faucets and have them fixed.
Water plants only when necessary.
Keep a pitcher of drinking water in the refrigerator.
Get involved in water education. 





